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Alamo Heights Senior Angel 
Rodriguez Jr. gets lots of 
kudos from his instructors 
when it comes to describing 
his work ethic.  “He has a 
wonderful willingness and 
dedication to work and to 
learn.  He is always on task 
and ready to take on a new 
learning opportunity.  His 
goal post graduation is to 
have a job.” according to 
proud Trainer, Anthony Fu-
nari and SST Teacher, Erika 
Guerrero.       

 

Angel currently works at 
Stonewerks preparing silver-
ware packs.  “I like to do 
work.” he said.  Through the 
Connects program he has 
tried his hand at landscaping 
which led to volunteer work 
that his mother encouraged 
and coordinated.  “He is al-
ways ready and excited to 
work.” said Cynthia Rodri-
guez.  “We go help out at 
Habitat for Humanity and the 
trash pick up day in Olmos 
Park known as Basura Bash. 
We just have fun.  He also 
volunteered to work at the 
San Antonio Independent 
Living Services (SAILS) 
luncheon last summer.” she 
added. 

 

Ms. Rodriguez has been 
able to observe Connects 
students from both sides.  
She has seen firsthand 
how enriching a volunteer 

or work experience can be for 
a student trying to make their 
way in the world and she has 
seen how students contribute 
to a local business.  Mrs. Ro-
driguez adds, “I worked at 
Walgreen’s when the Connects 
students would come in with 
the school staff.  I was always 
so impressed with the students 
and how prepared they were.  
Alamo Heights does a great 
job.” 

 

She continued in her praise of 
the district, “AH has been very 
helpful.  They always made 
sure that Angel had all the 
resources he needed.  They 
made sure I was prepared for 
ARD meetings. We have 
moved a lot.  The kids have 
been enrolled in several school 
districts including Northeast 
ISD, Harlandale and SAISD.  
Alamo Heights is the only 
school district to work with us 
step-by-step to make sure all 
was in place for Angel and our 
family.   We are very grateful.”   

 

When asked to share tips with 
other parents Cynthia offered 
the following:  “Pair up with 
counselors or teachers and 
take advantage of all the re-
sources they offer.  Most im-
portantly make sure you sign 

up as early as possible for any 
program they offer.  My son is still 
on the waiting list for HCS and he 
is 18, getting ready to graduate.  I 
urge all families to not do what I 
did.  Don’t wait to sign up.” Cyn-
thia encouraged.   

 

The road has not always been rosy 
for Angel but his teachers and 
family have helped him through it.  
Cynthia elaborated, “When he was 
at the high school he was with a 
student that was noisy when it 
was time to go home. It would 
stress him out and he began 
showing signs of being aggressive.  
Ms. Butts knew what to do.  She 
separated them and encouraged 
Angel to take a break outside.  It 
helped.”  “Ironic.  He can be a bit 
noisy himself,” chimed in younger 
sister, Julie, a 7th grader at anoth-
er school.  

 

Julie shared her thoughts on her 
older brother, “He acts like the 
guardian at times.  He doesn’t like 
my music.  He is in your business. 
I have to tell him ‘don’t judge’”. 
Mom added “Sometimes you ex-
pect him to be able to do certain 
things but he still needs someone 
to watch over him.  He was mak-
ing noodles in the microwave and 
he made them explode.  Julie had 
to show him how to cook in the 
microwave.  He goes to her some-
times when he needs help.” 

Continues on Page 2 

 

AHISD Prepares Angel Rodriguez Jr.  
for Future Employment 

By:  Katherine Joyce 
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According to his sister “He is the human version of Ariel 
from The Little Mermaid. She had a cave where she collect-
ed human stuff.  She had it all just so, just like Angel.  He 
has it just so.  He collects video games and movies. Medal 
of Honor and Superman with Christopher Reeve are two of 
his favorites.  He has seen Superman hundreds of times.  
He can’t get it out of his mind.  He also loves Martin Luther 
King, The Lone Ranger with Arnie Hammer, J Edgar Hoover, 
and Harry Cavill in Man from U.N.C.L.E. He is like a diction-
ary.  You can say one movie and he will give you several 
facts about it.  He goes into detail and loves to research 
history.”  his sister Julie said. 

 

So what does the future hold for this dynamic student who 
recently celebrated his 18th birthday?  “His goal is to have a 
job when he finishes his education.” said Ms. Guerrero.  Mr. 
Funari added, “I look forward to seeing his progress in the 
future.”      

  

When he’s not working in the community Angel enjoys his 
down time by researching history or viewing his favorite 
films; a fact that even his teachers know about him.  “Angel 
loves to watch classic films. His favorite films are Ghost-
busters and any Marvel/DC Superhero films. He loves to 
listen to the Lone Ranger Soundtrack.  He also does a lot of 
walking.  It’s his favorite form of transportation and it’s a 
great stress reducer for him.” Ms. Guerrero said. 

 

When Angel was asked to weigh in on the subject of free 
time and his post graduation plans he said, “I like to clean 
my room and work on my collection of movies and shows.  
I want to graduate.  I want to work.  I would like to work at 
the Quarry movie theatre.  I will clean up after the families 
watch the movie. And I will make sure they make the per-
fect popcorn.” 

Olivia has spent 16 years working as an 
occupational therapist with a pediatric pop-
ulation. For the last five of those years she 
has worked in public education. Her favorite part of her job 
involves collaborating with a team to support a student’s 
success. 

 

Olivia provides occupational therapy services for students at 
the High School, the Junior School, the '09 Academy and the 
Connects program. According to Olivia, “In order to receive 
occupational therapy (OT) as a related service, students 
must have an IEP goal that requires OT. Intervention in the 
educational setting is not provided to remediate dysfunction 
under IDEA, but instead to help students achieve their learn-
ing and participation goals. Students who experience writing 
challenges, self-regulation difficulties, and the need to im-
prove self-care may benefit from OT at school. “Heavy work” 
to provide proprioceptive input to support a student’s focus 
and attention is one example of occupational therapy. Push-
ing carts, moving furniture to prepare for sweeping, carrying 
books and boxes, or temporarily wearing a slightly weighted 
backpack are examples of “heavy work” students perform in 
the school environment.” 

 

Olivia is originally from Taft,  near Corpus Christi and attend-
ed St. Mary’s University and Columbia University. She moved 
to San Antonio in 2002. She and her husband Benjamin have 
four children, Christopher, 18, Carina, 16, Clarissa, 10, and 
Chloe, 1. In her free time Olivia enjoys baking and spending 
time with her immediate and extended families. 

 

If parents need to reach Olivia she checks voice mail regu-
larly and can be reached at 210-442-3700 Ext. 3705 

  

 

Meet Olivia Garcia, 
Occupational 

Therapist  
By:  Tracy Maxwell 

Angel Rodriguez-Continued from page 1 

Summer Resources Available on the Website  
Looking for options this summer for your child?  The summer resource guide has been updated 
and is located on the Alamo Heights ISD website under the special education department.  It is 

a PDF file that can be printed for your convenience . 
http://www.ahisd.net/departments/specialed/specialed.html 
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Ginger Mellville-Vaughn, or “Mrs. Wake”, is a passionate teacher who has touched many lives in Alamo Heights. Tracy 
Maxwell, Parent Liaison, remembers “The first time I met Ginger, my son Zachary was in 2nd grade. She gave me so much 
hope and helped me see that my son could learn and grow. Her positive and focused attitude about teaching children 
with special needs gave me confidence. When she demonstrated the creative ways she taught math and writing, I knew I 
was witnessing a truly gifted teacher. Zachary loved seeing her at school and I will always be thankful for her friendship 
as well as her dedication to teaching.”  

 

Ginger has been teaching for 20 years. Starting at NEISD and The Winston School of San Antonio, before joining the staff 
at Cambridge and Woodridge. She is retiring this spring. 

 

Ginger never planned to be a teacher but she realized she was teaching one of her three sons who very early on in school 
had his own unique style of learning. She felt that his time in elementary school was to expose him to curriculm but that 
mastery could take place at home. She kept him in school during the day, but started working hard with him after school. 
She decided to return to college and earned her masters in teaching with a certification in special education. Ginger re-
members, “Back in the 80's, schools were not ready to teach kids with great brains but widely diverse learning styles. 
Today education is more data driven, and every child counts. No one is left behind.”  

 

“It is a huge privilege to a have access to a child’s mind,” Ginger reflects. She believes children need a safe and con-
sistent environment in order to learn. As a mother and a teacher, Ginger is a sincere praiser. When a child who normally 
has a hard time sitting in a chair at school makes progress by sitting down she comments “Look at you, you are ready to 
go.” She will miss the gift of telling a child “You did it, that was hard but you did it!” Ginger believes that teachers need to 
meet children where they are, in order to help them grow and learn.  

 

Monica Rodriguez from AHHS shares “Her reputation as a professional and partner of special needs families precedes her. 
Parents speak very highly of her dedication to her students with high expectations of each child's future. Students who 
have had Ginger always tell stories of her challenging class, but they always learned more and remembered all of her 
words of wisdom.”  Another parent of a former student shares “She is such a caring teacher who goes above and beyond 
the call of duty each and every day 24/7. Ginger is kind, gentle, loving, tough, firm, and willing to go to battle for each of 
her precious children. She is an advocate for students, parents and teachers. Ginger always knows how to make a situa-
tion positive for everyone and is a joy to be around.”   

 

She will miss celebrating every holiday at school and feels that teaching at Cambridge has kept her young. She will miss 
sitting across the table from the children, as well as the thrill you get from teaching. 

 

Frederick Douglas’ famous words summarize Ginger’s teaching philosophy “It’s easier to build strong children than to re-
pair broken men.” After retiring Ginger plans to continue tutoring, and to explore what else she can do. 

 

 
 
 
 

Spotlight on Ginger Melville Vaughn 
Retiring after 20 Years 

                            By: Tracy Maxwell  



4  

 

 

 
Alma started as a substitute for Alamo Heights High School and really liked working with the students in special education. 
She appreciates their energy and enthusiasm to learn. She currently works in the ACE classroom with special education 
teachers Coach Howie Baer and John Villalobos. They work as a team coaching the students to help them get through their 
day-to-day skills such as organization, classroom behavior techniques and social skills. 

 

Alma’s favorite part of her job is when she works with the students directly. She shared “I really get a chance to make an 
impact on the students lives here at the high school. When the students learn something new and I get to see the smiles 
on their faces, it is really special. I am lucky I get to work at a great high school like Alamo Heights.” 

 

Alma encourages parents to keep open lines of communication with their child’s case manager, as much as possible. “The 
teachers in our district are very friendly and understanding.” She notices that ARD meetings are much easier when parents 
and teachers share information on a frequent basis.  

 

If a parent wishes to speak with Alma directly they can contact special education teacher John Villalobos at the high school. 
Together they can coordinate a time to meet and address any needs that come up. 

 

Alma is originally from Monterrey, Mexico and has lived in San Antonio for almost two years. During her summers she en-
joys traveling and loves going to the beach. 

 

“I am glad to work with all of the children at the high school. It has truly been a rewarding experience for me. I want to 
thank the parents for everything they have done for the high school and the district overall.” Alma concluded. 

Meet Alma Thorne 
High School ACE Assistant  

By:  Tracy Maxwell 

Kassandra is a paraprofessional working with SST teacher Heather Craig and Behaviorist Kelly Mas-
ters at Cambridge.  She enjoys spending time helping the students and she has learned so much 
from each and every one of them.  “It fills my heart with joy getting to see them learn and grow as 
individuals and accomplish new things.” 

 

Kassandra is originally from Harlingen. She went to college at St. Mary’s University in San Antonio, 
where she has lived for the past seven years. 

 

She has been married for two years to her husband, Dustin. She has a 1 year old daughter, Kynzly, 
and another little girl, Kyndra, on the way. During her summers she coaches volleyball and enjoys 
spending tons of time with her husband and daughter. 

Meet Kassandra Ruhd 
Cambridge Assistant  

By:  Tracy Maxwell 
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Meet Blanca Benitez Padilla  
Woodridge Assistant 
By Tracy Maxwell 

                                                                                                                                                                                            

 
When referring to a person with a disability, always 

mention the person first…. 
 
Examples: 

 ‘Child with a disability’ instead of ‘That disabled child’ 
 Person with a physical disability, person with a cognitive impairment, person with fine or 

gross motor delays, are all appropriate 
 Person with autism, not ‘autistic child’ 
 Person with intellectual disability is appropriate, instead of ‘retarded or mentally retarded’ 
 Person with a prosthetic limb, instead of person with ‘fake arm or leg’ 
 Person who uses a wheelchair for mobility, instead of ‘wheelchair bound’ 

 

Blanca Padilla recently joined the special education team at Woodridge Elementary. This is Blanca’s first time assisting stu-
dents who receive special education services. Blanca became interested in special education when she substituted as an as-
sistant. She currently works with special education teachers Kristi Zorn and Lisa Brand-Avila. 

 

Assisting students from 1st through 5th grade, the favorite part of her job involves watching her students make progress in 
their academic and social goals. She enjoys getting to know them and interact with them on a daily basis. 

 

Blanca recommends that parents read every night with their children. “Talk with your children and communicate closely re-
garding all aspects of their lives. Get to know what your child’s needs are at school. Make a team with their teacher to follow 
their progress closely.” 

 

Blanca moved to San Antonio in 2014. Originally from Mexico City she attended college at the Centro de Estudios en Ciencias 
de la Comunicacion (CECC). She has a very close family that includes her husband Sergio and her daughter Sofia.  Her family 
communicates regularly and tries every day to provide the best education they can for their daughter who is currently in 3rd 
grade at Cambridge. 

 

During their summers she and her family enjoy traveling and visiting family in Mexico. In her spare time she practices yoga, 
spends time with her family and their dog, Emi. “We are more like a big dog family, but we fell in love with an adorable Mal-
tese,” remarked Blanca. 

 

Blanca loves the work she performs every day and the people she works with. 

If parents have questions for Blanca they can contact at  bpadilla@ahisd.net. 
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Lisa is in her 15th year of teaching. She chose teaching as her second career after working in the field of human resources. 
She began her career at Woodridge by teaching Title 1 and early elementary classes, but decided to move into special edu-
cation last fall. Lisa has been a certified special education teacher since she received her teaching certificate from UTSA. She 
earned her Bachelor’s degree from Texas A & M University in College Station and received her Master’s degree from Lamar 
University.  

 

Lisa teaches students who receive resource support, primarily in early education. She enjoys teaching various reading strate-
gies and hands-on math strategies. Lisa became interested in teaching when her daughter was in kindergarten. She saw her 
struggle with reading and became interested in teaching special education. The favorite part of her job is when she gets the 
ability to work with students one-on-one or in small groups.  

 

Lisa believes that communication between parents and teachers is key, across all areas of education. She recommends that 
parents should ask questions, review any research or testing results for their child, and ask for help. She views school and 
parents as a partnership.  

 

If parents need to contact Lisa her email is lavila@ahisd.net. Her conference time is 12:40-1:35pm  Mon.-Tues. Weds.-Fri.  

 

On a personal note, Lisa grew up in a military family so she has lived all around. They primarily lived on the east coast, be-
ginning with Cape Cod, Massachusetts. She has lived in San Antonio several times and is proud to call San Antonio her home 
once again.  

 

Meet Lisa Brand Avila 
Woodridge Resource Teacher 

By:  Tracy Maxwell 

This is Olivia’s first year working as an assistant for special education at Cambridge. She  became inter-
ested in teaching when she started subbing in the district, and really enjoyed it. Olivia is a teaching assis-
tant for the behavioral class at Cambridge, working with special education teacher and behaviorist Kelly Masters. Her job is to 
assist students in class with behavioral support and tools to help them learn. Her favorite part of her job is when she is reward-
ed with a smile on a child’s face after they achieve a goal. “It makes me feel good inside.”  

 

Olivia advises parents to stay involved with their child’s education by checking folders daily, communicating with teachers, and 
taking advantage of the learning resources that the Cambridge website provides.  

 

Olivia was born and raised in San Antonio. She attended courses at UTSA and San Antonio College. She has lived in San Anto-
nio for 28 years. In her free time she enjoys spending time with her family and her kids. Olivia has a nine year old in third 
grade at Cambridge and a three year old that will be attending Howard in the fall. “I love going to the beach and being active 
with my kiddos.”  

 
Meet Olivia Perez Cambridge Assistant 

By:  Tracy Maxwell 
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A great opportunity exists for students with special needs.  The Miracle League 
of San Antonio is a baseball league for children.  The games are on Saturday 
mornings.  It is free to register and par cipate.  All kids are given a shirt and cap.  
If you would like your child to par cipate, please fill out a registra on form and 
fax it in.  See linked website for forms and details.  Registra on is currently open.  
Enjoy!   h p://miracleleagueofsanantonio.com 

Lisa Lyttle is currently working with special education teacher 
Heather Craig at Cambridge.  She has worked in education for more than 10 years. A San Antonio 
native, she attended San Antonio College and is currently pursuing a Bachelor’s degree from Texas 
A&M University San Antonio. She enjoys outdoor activities and loves animals. She spends her sum-
mers vacationing with family and friends. 

Meet Lisa Lyttle Cambridge Assistant 
By:  Tracy Maxwell 

Meet Sandra Smitley 
Howard Assistant 

By: Tracy Maxwell 

 

Sandra has been working with children since 1985, when she began having children of her own and she started teaching Sun-
day school to kindergarteners. In 1999, she began substituting in a special education life skills class. In 2005, she started 
working full time in a life skills class until 2013-2014. 

 

At Howard ECC, she assists kinder students for half a day, then spends a half day assisting special education teacher Diana 
Roman in her Spanish pre-K classroom. Sandra loves children, especially watching them learn and grow into caring individuals. 

 

Sandra was born in San Antonio and attended San Antonio College. She has four grown children and a daughter who is mar-
ried. During her summers she usually works with students in ESY (Extended School Year). In her free time she enjoys garden-
ing and taking walks. She hopes to travel more in the future. 

 

Sandra shares “Enjoy your children; they grow up way too fast!” 
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               Meet Kendra Lindsey  
               Woodridge Assistant 
                                By: Tracy Maxwell 
 

 

Kendra works with special education teacher Brenda Gaston in the SST classroom at Woodridge as a 
Teaching Assistant (TA). Her family moved to San Antonio three and a half years ago from Paris, France; 
she is bilingual. Her husband is a pastor and their four children attend school in Alamo Heights. They have 
a son and daughter who are students at the High School, a son in sixth grade at the Junior School and a daughter at 
Woodridge. 

 

Kendra graduated from Baylor University with a BS in elementary education and a minor in English, with a specialization in 
reading and language arts. She is special education certified. Previously she taught fourth and fifth grades in general educa-
tion classrooms and served as the Head Administrator in a private elementary school. 

 

This is her first year working in the Alamo Heights Independent School District. She spends her mornings working one-on-one 
with a first grade student. Her afternoons are spent working in the classroom as additional support for third and fourth grade 
classes. 

Meet Nadine Diercksen  
Howard Assistant 
By: Tracy Maxwell 

Nadine has worked in education for the last five years. Before that, she spent 10 years in the role of Director of Christian 
Education for Children and Youth Ministry.  Since earning her teaching certification, she has mostly worked with pre-k stu-
dents who are deaf and hard of hearing. She is thrilled to be the assistant working with Karly Penner in the BELLS and ABC 
classes at Howard. 

 

Nadine had a terrific elementary school experience. “I think that shaped my desire to be a teacher. I’ve wanted to be an 
educator for as long as I can remember!” She enjoys working with pre-k students. “It is a joy to support the work that Karly 
Penner, speech therapist, is doing to help students make progress in their language development.”  

 

Nadine encourages parents to recognize that they are equal members of the team at ARD meetings.  She recognizes that 
parents are experts in knowing their children; their input, questions, and feedback are very important to the ARD commit-
tee. 

 

Nadine is originally from Pittsburgh, PA. She and her husband moved from Philadelphia to San Antonio in 2014. “We are 
settling in to our new city and are delighted to call San Antonio home.” Nadine is excited to be returning to school this May. 
She is a part-time grad student at UT Health Science Center working to earn a Master of Deaf Education and Hearing Sci-
ence. 

 

During her summers, Nadine enjoys travelling, reading, and spending time with family and friends. 

 

Nadine feels it is a great joy to be part of the AHISD team. “Thank you for the opportunity to work with your child, I consid-
er it a privilege to partner with your family.” 
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This is Tyler’s first year working as a teaching assistant.  He works with special education teacher 
Heather Craig and behaviorist Kelly Masters. He became interested in teaching when he was in college 
at Texas State University. His major was in History. Tyler enjoys the everyday change involved in teaching as well as the kids. 

 

Tyler has lived in San Antonio for 29 years and is originally from Alamo Heights. His entire family lives in San Antonio. He 
spends his summers at the lake, river, and the beach. 

Meet Tyler Walthall 
Cambridge Assistant 

By:  Tracy Maxwell 

 
 
 

A child is like a butterfly in the wind. 
Some can fly higher than others, 

                    But each one flies the 
best it can. 

  Why compare one 
against the other? 

 Each is different. 
       Each is special. 

Natalie Slaton is a PPCD assistant working with Terrie Flinn in the four year 
old pre-K inclusion class at Howard ECC. She has worked in education for 
the last five years.  Previously she taught high school English, and taught a 
preschool co-op for her daughter when she was four. She became interest-
ed in teaching when she was in college, earning a degree in English and 
Education.  Natalie became interested in special education when she sub-
stituted at Cambridge Elementary last year. 

 
Natalie enjoys that each day brings new challenges. She likes problem 
solving, and she loves making personal connections with her students. 

 

Natalie feels that it can be extremely helpful when parents document their 
observations concerning their child’s development. “For example, writing 
dated notes about language development or behavioral changes at home 
will give the teachers helpful insight.” 

 

Natalie is from Dallas and attended Southern Methodist University. She has 
lived in San Antonio for three years. She has been married for 16 years to 
her elementary school sweetheart and they have three children. Her 
daughter is in 6th grade at AHJS, her son is in 4th grade at Cambridge, and 
her youngest son in 1st grade at Cambridge. 

 

During her summers she enjoys spending time with her kids at the pool. 
She likes to read and exercise, and spends time in ministry at her church. 
She enjoys practicing yoga and plans to get certified to teach through a 
non-profit called Holy Yoga. 

 
Natalie can be reached by email nslaton@ahisd.net  

 

Meet Natalie Slaton 
Howard Assistant 
By:  Tracy Maxwell 

Region 10 Education Service Center (ESC), in 
collaboration with the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) is proud to introduce the Texas Special 
Education Information Center (SPED Tex), a 
dynamic resource designed to inform and sup-
port parents, teachers, and anyone who is com-
mitted to the success of children with disabili-
ties.  Their goal is to provide access to reliable 
and timely information so you can make the 
best possible decisions for your student.   

  www.spedtex.org 
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A website providing informa on, inspira on, and resources for Texas parents and caregiv-
ers of children with diagnosed or suspected disabili es from birth through 5 years of age.  

You are not alone.  
Learn more and explore resources at 

   Learn More and Explore Resources at:   

 www.parentcompanion.org 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Usted no está solo.  
Learn more and explore resources at 

Explorá recursos y consiga más información en 

www.parentcompanion.org 

Un si o web con información, inspiración y recursos en Texas para padres y 
cuidadores de niños con discapacidades diagnos cadas o sospechadas 

desde el nacimiento hasta los cinco años de edad. 
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AHISD 
Howard Special Education Department  

May 5th Special Education Parent's Night 
 

 

 
What:  This meeting is for Howard parents to meet a campus representative for the following school year. In           
  addition to Howard staff,  first grade special education teachers will be there from the elementary  schools  

  for  those families moving to first grade next year.  

 

The following Howard teachers will be in attendance: 

   Calli Griess —PPCD 3 Teacher and Department Chair 

   Anna Duce —-Kinder Special Education Teacher 

   Diana Roman—Pre-K Special Education Teacher, 

   Terrie Flinn —Pre-K 4 Inclusion Teacher. 

  If you plan to use childcare please arrive by 5:45 pm to drop off your children in room 2 , north hallway, first
              room on the left. 

 

Agenda:  6:00pm  Purpose of meeting and teacher introductions 

  6:10pm  Review of possible special education changes at Howard 

  6:20pm  Parent questions 

  6:30pm  Classroom visits with teachers for next year; 1st grade families will stay    
                      and visit with their teachers in the library. 

  7:00pm  Meeting adjourns. 

 

When:   Tuesday May 5th, 6:00 pm 

 

Where:  Howard library 

 

  Childcare and pizza for the children will be provided. Please RSVP with the number and ages of  
  chidren you plan to bring before Monday 5/4. RSVP by email is preferred. 

 

   Natalie Russell    Tracy Maxwell 

   Parent Liaison for AHISD  Parent Liaison for AHISD 

   nrussell@ahisd.net   tmaxwell@ahisd.net 

 
               210-221-2994               210-829-1535 
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AHISD 
Educa onal Development Center 

 

 

Lunch with Mary Hillis 

Learn about Medicaid Waiver Programs and Services available from the Alamo 
Local Authority at our 

Special Education Support Group For Parents 

 of AHISD Students, All Campuses 
 

When:   Wednesday April 15th, 2015 11:45am 
 

Where:   Adelante restaurant in Sunset Ridge, *Dutch treat 

What:       Please plan to attend our lunch group to learn all about the Medicaid 
Waiver and General Revenue Programs. Mary Hillis is the teacher 
for the Alamo Heights Connects program and she assists families 
with transition planning and setting up community supports for maxi-
mum independence after a student graduates. She will share infor-
mation about these programs and why it is important to get signed 
up on the interest lists. 

We are inviting all parents of students who receive special education services in AHISD.  

Tracy Maxwell 

Parent Liaison for AHISD 

tmaxwell@ahisd.net 

210-829-1535 
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In an effort to provide additional sup-
port to parents and children in the spe-
cial education program, AHISD has two 
Parent Liaisons; Tracy Maxwell and Na-
talie Russell. Katherine Joyce continues 
to write, edit, and proofread our news-
letter that is published twice a year. 

 

Parent Liaisons assist parents and staff 
with communication, advocacy, support 
and resources.  These advocates bring 
a wealth of knowledge and experience 
to their position. They are parents of 
children with special challenges and 
have been very involved in their educa-
tional experience.  

 

As Parent Liaisons they work with par-
ents to form support networks and ad-
dress concerns that pertain to special 
education students and families in the 
district.  

 

Tracy is available to help any family in 
the district.  She organizes and facili-
tates the parent support groups and the 
Parents as Partners meetings.  Tracy is 
on the planning committee for the TAP-
Pestry Conference,  an annual confer-
ence for parents, teachers and 
paraprofessionals.   

 

Natalie has two children at Woodridge. 
She is a strong advocate for her chil-
dren and an active participant in our 
special education support group meet-
ings. She is very familiar with many of 
the local early childhood programs.  

 

Natalie  regularly attends conferences 
on topics related to special education 
and she is a great resource for all of our 
Howard families. She helps families 
when they first enter the school district.  
She also hosts the Howard and the first 
grade support group. 

 

With offices at the EDC, these women 
are frequently called to help with ongo-
ing activities. They continue to create 
opportunities for parents to gather, get 
to know each other, and share. They 
welcome your ideas, questions, and 
concerns. They have created a resource 
library for parents and staff that is 
housed at the EDC.   

 

Tracy and Natalie  invite you to become 
active participants in your children’s 
educational experience. Reach out to 
them if you need help with something 
or just need someone to listen.  They 

are parents first and they are very 
knowledgeable.  

To contact the Parent Liaisons please 
send an email to Tracy at  

tmaxwell@ahisd.net, or  Natalie  at 
nrussell@ahisd.net 

  

PARENT 
LIAISON CORNER by Tracy Maxwell   

Tracy, Katherine, Natalie 

Howard and 1st grade 
Dates: 5-5 

Time: 6:00 pm 
Place: Howard library  

NOTE:  Childcare provided in Room 20 with RSVP 

Howard, Woodridge, Cambridge, Junior School, 
High School, Connects, and 09 Academy 

Dates: 4/15 , 5/21 

Time: 11:45 am  
Place: Adelante on Brees 

Lunch is the third Wednesday of the month.  Watch for emails and 
flyers. 

 

Parents As Parents Meetings 
Parents As Parents meetings feature a guest 
speaker on a variety of topics for families with 
children of all ages in special education.  Par-
ents are surveyed for areas of interest.  Meet-
ings are held at the Howard library the second 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm.  Meetings 
this year will be held on the following dates:   
4/7 
 
NOTE:  Child care is provided with RSVP to Tracy 
Maxwell.  Please email or phone:   
tmaxwell@ahsid.net or 210-829-1535. 
  nrussell@ahsid.net or 210-221-2994. 

New library book available for check-
out.  To check out this book, email-
Tracy Maxwell tmaxwell@ahisd.net 



14  

 

 

 

ALAMO HEIGHTS ISD 
Parent’s night 

Special Education 5th to 6th Grade 
April 14, 2015 

Come learn about life as a 6th grader at the Junior School and meet the special education staff. Tami Charest, depart-
ment chair, will describe classes and communication tools you will need for next year. The Junior School staff members 
are excited to meet you and will be available to answer your questions.  
 

Attending Staff 
Tamara Charest -Special Education Department Chairperson and Autism Specialist 

Joe Hazlewood -Behavior Specialist   Jaime Fountain-SST teacher 

Maggie Welham -Resource English and Reading  Bree Kulhanek -Co-Teach Science 

Isabel Arranaga - Resource Math, Co-Teach SS  Susan McPherson -Educational Diagnostician 

Lindsay Dusek - Speech Therapist   Lana Allen -Co-Teach SS    

Tiffany Bibby -Co-Teach English & SS, Small Group PE Tracy Maxwell -Parent Liaison 

Paul Boyer-Co-Teach Math  
    

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? This meeting is for all parents of Fifth grade students who receive special 
education services this school year, 2014-2015.  

DATE:  Tuesday, April 14th, 2015, 6:00-7:00pm 
PLACE:  Junior School library 
CHILDCARE:  Will be located in the cafeteria. Pizza will be provided for the students. Siblings 
are welcome with RSVP. 

 
RSVP to: Tracy Maxwell @829-1535 or tmaxwell@ahisd.net. If you cannot attend, return your contact information in-
cluding your email address for future events and correspondence. 

 

 I will attend the 5th Grade Parents night on 4/14 ____ yes ____ no.  

 
Name: ____________________________________Student's name: __________________________________ 

 
Phone: ___________________ Email: ________________________ Yes, I need childcare for ___ children.   

 
Current School: ____________________________________ 

PARKING: Please park in the parking lot on the N. New Braunfels side of the Junior School,  
in the front of the school. 



15  

 

THANK YOU FROM KINETIC KIDS 

 

On February 19, 2015, the Cambridge campus held their second Discovering Disabilities Awareness Day.  
“Thanks to community experts, Cambridge Elementary staff and students, as well as, friends of Kinetic Kids 
for sharing your expertise and experience. Volunteers helped increase awareness and promote the benefits of 
inclusion in school. Kinetic Kids cannot say thank you enough for making this event one we hope made an im-
pact on many young lives.” 

 

 

During this event… 

Children increased their understanding and had the opportunity to ask questions and explore at the Prosthetics and 
Orthotics station. 

 
Children took a pledge to increase their safety by wearing a helmet thanks to demonstrations at the Head Injury Pre-

vention station. 
 

Children explored life without vision and increased their understanding of the abilities and difficulties that vision impair-
ments present thanks to the Living with a Visual Impairment station. 

 

Many asked questions and explored life with an auditory impairment. 
 

Participants explored the difficulties some of their peers face with fine motor and speech limitations at the Occupation-
al Therapy and Speech Therapy station. 

 

Students had the opportunity to hear first hand experiences from Ms. Wheelchair America 2013 and explore life in a 
wheelchair at the Physical Therapy and Adaptive Equipment station. 

 

Kinetic Kids provides sports and recreation for children with special needs in the San Antonio area. To learn more about Ki-
netic Kids, like us on facebook: www.facebook.com/kinetickids, follow us on twitter: twitter.com/kinetickidstx or visit us 
online at www.kinetickidstx.org 
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Central Library’s Sensory Story Times. 
Ruth is passionate about sharing books 
and helping all children and their care-
givers experience the joy of story time. 
Other topics covered included transi-
tion, safety in the community, behavior 
strategies, dyslexia, and more. 

 

The TAPPestry Conference planning 
committee strives to find speakers to 
discuss strategies and resources for 
parents of children of all ages, as well 
as, topics that cover a variety of disa-
bilities. Sessions are appropriate for 
teachers, parents, and professionals 
who work with children with special 
needs. TAPPestry is a great conference 
for networking with other members of 
our community, which includes all of 
San Antonio and the surrounding are-
as. 

 

A mother of a special needs child sent 
her warmest regards after the confer-
ence, “I am a parent who attended the 
TAPPestry Conference recently. I was 
so excited because I did not realize 
that San Antonio had so many re-
sources for disabled children. I felt lost 
because I thought I was all alone with-
out support or help. But now I know I 
can do this with the assistance of the 
agencies that I met at the confer-
ence. Thank you so much to Region 20 
for opening your hearts to a communi-
ty that desperately needs encourage-
ment, directions, and a helping 
hand. Thank you again for the confer-
ence, it has really lifted a burden off 

my shoulders.” 

 

To find out more about Lori Benson  

Adams and her books and DVDs, visit her 
website: 

This year’s TAPPestry conference 
“Walking Together, One Step at a Time” 
was a smashing success. A total of 528 
people were on hand including 308 par-
ticipants, 44 walk-in registrations, 38 
speakers, and 138 exhibitors represent-
ing 65 agencies. 

 

The conference keynote speaker, Lori 
Benson Adams, used her own unique 
brand of humor to inspire families. She 
is a mother of three young adult sons, 
one of which has significant medical 
and learning challenges. Lori is a highly 
sought after national speaker who 
shared with parents how to teach highly 
visual learners, how to help children 
and teens improve their executive func-
tioning skills, and how to use play as a 
therapeutic intervention. Parents left 
the keynote session wanting to know 
more of Lori’s strategies; her booth and 
books were very popular. 

 

Breakout sessions included speakers 
such as Laurie Miracle, former Howard 
special education teacher. Laurie 
demonstrated her three-pronged ap-
proach to helping children with special 
needs learn and make progress at home 
and at school. Dr. Patricia Harkins also 
spoke about the anxiety and frustration 
many children with autism spectrum 
disorders experience as well as sensory 
processing disorders. Ruth Chiego, from 
the San Antonio Public Library and also 
a parent in AHISD, demonstrated hands 
on sensory activities used during the 

2015 TAPPestry Conference Recap 
By:  Tracy Maxwell 

Resources: TxP2P 
Care Notebook 
A Care Notebook is an organizing tool 
that is particularly useful for parents 
who have children with special health 
care needs or disabilities. Use a Care 
Notebook to keep track of important 
information about your child’s health 
care. TxP2P’s Care Notebook is a com-
pilation of PDF fillable documents. You 
can download all or any part of the 
Care Notebook. These forms will allow 
you to enter your specific information 
and save the document to your hard 
drive. (download all PDFs in a zip file) 

 
www.txp2p.org/resources/CareNoteb
ook.html 
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April 7, 2015  

6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Howard Early Child-
hood Center – Library 
 

RSVP to Tracy Maxwell by 
email tmaxwell@ahisd.net 
or phone 210-829-1535. 
Please include the number 
and ages of children you 
plan to bring for childcare, 
if needed. 

Wondering how to 
help your child 
study? 

Learn how to help your 
son or daughter with 
their homework even 
when you don’t know 
what they are learning!   
 
You need to come IF… 
 your child is complaining of too much work; 
 your child is failing courses; 
 your child is showing signs of anxiety or 

stress; 
 your child says that their teachers don’t like 

them; or 
 your child keeps saying “I never have home-

“A person’s a person no  
matter how small.”  
    —--Dr. Seuss 
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7 de abril, 2015  

6:30-7:30 p.m. en la 
Biblioteca de Howard 
Early Childhood Center  
 

RSVP a Tracy Maxwell tmaxwell@ahisd.net o deja un 
mensaje en el correo de voz (829-1535). Si desea 
utilizar el cuidado de niños, favor de incluir cuántos 
niños y la edad de los niños. 

¿Se pregunta cómo ayudar a 
su hijo o hija a estudiar ?

Aprende cómo ayudar a su hi-
jo o hija con su tarea cuando 
usted no sabe lo que están 
aprendiendo! 
  
Usted debe venir si…… 
 Su hijo se queja de mucho trabajo; 
 Su hijo está fallando sus cursos; 
 Su hijo está mostrando signos de ansiedad o estrés; 
 Su hijo dice que sus profesores no les gustan 
 Su hijo sigue diciendo “no tengo deberes ” 

 

This school year Alamo Heights ISD has initiated a new 
campaign known as erase the R-word. This program, found-
ed by Special Olympics, asks everyone to stop using the 
word R-word “retarded”. The R-word has become a com-
mon word used by society as an insult for someone or 
something stupid. For example, you might hear someone 
say, “That is so retarded” or “Don’t be such a retard.” When 
used in this way, the R-word can be applied to anyone or 
anything, and is not specific to anyone with a disability. But, even when the R-word is not said 
to harm someone with a disability, it is hurtful. 

 

Special Olympics and the greater disability community prefers to focus on people’s gifts and accomplishments, and to dispel 
negative attitudes and stereotypes. AHHS held a pep rally on January 30th, to announce this campaign and to celebrate all of 
the special olympians at AHHS. All students and staff were asked to wear “erase the R-word t-shirts” in support of this initia-
tive. At the pep rally, senior Special Olympian Angel Rodriguez and senior peer tutor 
Olivia Bailey spoke to the crowd about the campaign. After their brief speeches, Rodri-
guez and Bailey led the students and faculty members in a pledge to support the elimi-
nation of the use of the R-word, and to promote the acceptance of all individuals re-
gardless of intellectual abilities.  

 


